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About SCORECARD 2026

The 11" Edition of Cll SCORECARD, the ClIlI's Annual Flagship Conference on sports is being hosted in institutional partnership with Jio University. On
the occasion of this conference, the Organising Committee invites abstracts & research papers from industry, government, academia and the broader
sporting ecosystem on five distinct tracks, given below.

Jio Institute hosted a similar sports conference in 2025, which saw submission of 25 abstracts. Of these, 10 papers were published as a part of the
conference compendium. The compendium copy is enclosed for reference reading.

As a part of the paper presentations, we will also have a roundtable with distinguished experts from industry and academia. The roundtable will explore
emerging opportunities and challenges shaping the future of sports. Industry leaders and academics will discuss how intelligence, inclusion and
innovation can build a more accessible and sustainable sporting ecosystem.

Submission Guidelines Important Dates

Submit an abstract of no more than 700 words, including the title of the Abstract SmeISSIOn Opens

submission, author(s) and affiliation(s), author contact details, abstract, 22 Sept 2026
3-5 keywords, and the relevant conference track.

Submissions must be in English and follow APA 7th Edition formatting and Submission of Abstract & Research Paper
referencing guidelines, where applicable. 30 Nov 2026

All submissions will undergo a double-blind peer-review process. . ,
Final Paper Selection

5 Dec 2026

Why Submit?

Selected contributors will have the opportunity to:
» Present their research or professional work at SCORECARD 2026
« Compete for Research Paper Awards: Best Paper Awards (Academic
& Practitioner) and Best Student Paper Award
« Receive Certificates of Presentation and Participation from Cll & Jio
University




Submissions are invited in the following areas:

Track 1: Athlete Career Transitions, Post-Career Pathways &

Future Opportunities

Career planning, education, dual-career development, and transition
preparedness

Financial literacy, retirement planning and long-term athlete welfare
Career opportunities in coaching, sports administration, sports science and
talent development

Athlete entrepreneurship, sports startups and self-employment

Institutional support systems, mentorship and industry partnerships

Athlete mental well-being, identity and adjustment to life after competitive
sport

Track 2: Women in Sports: Participation, Inclusion & Empowerment

Grassroots participation and access to sports for girls and women
Talent identification and pathways to elite and professional sports
Gender equality in sports infrastructure, coaching and funding

Safety, safeguarding and prevention of harassment and discrimination
Women's leadership in sports administration, coaching and governance
Commercialisation, sponsorship and investment in women's sports
Media representation, visibility and audience development

Track 3: Sports Policy, Governance & Infrastructure

Sports governance reforms, transparency and accountability

Ethical practices, institutional integrity and regulatory compliance
Governance and administrative capacity of national, state, and district
sports bodies

Sports infrastructure planning, development and effective utilisation
Public-private partnerships and investment in sporting infrastructure
Policy implementation and institutional coordination

Sustainable infrastructure management and long-term development

Track 4: Sports Business, Media & Fan Engagement

Growth and commercialisation of India's sports industry

Fan behavior, loyalty, and community building

Sports sponsorship, brand partnerships and return on investment
Broadcasting, streaming platforms and changing media consumption
Digital engagement, social media and emerging fan experiences
Revenue generation through ticketing, merchandising and subscriptions
Development of professional leagues and emerging sports markets
Sports entrepreneurship, investment and new business models

Track 5: Mega Sporting Events in India: Commonwealth Games,

Olympics & Beyond

India's readiness to host major international sporting events

Sports infrastructure, event planning and operational preparedness
Governance frameworks, institutional coordination and stakeholder
collaboration

Athlete development, high-performance pathways and global
competitiveness

Economic impact, sports tourism, investment and employment generation
Sustainability, inclusivity and long-term utilisation of sports infrastructure
Community engagement and the social legacy of mega sporting events
The Commonwealth Games 2030 as a pathway towards India's Olympic
Vision 2036

Research Paper Reviewers

Dr. Shailesh Kumar
Dean, Jio University
Chief Data Scientist, Jio Platforms

Dr. Kamila Swart-Arries
Associate Professor & Director, Sports,
Hamad Bin Khalifa University, Qatar

Dr. Keshav Gupta

Assistant Professor, Department of Sport
and Entertainment Management,
University of South Carolina, USA

Dr. Anuj Vora

Assistant Professor,
Artificial Intelligence & Data Science,
Jio University

Dr. Ashish Karnavat
Sports Economist & Chartered Accountant
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This initiative is supported by faculty & industry experts at Jio University

Mr. Anirudh Kalia

Associate Professor of Practice, Sports
Management, Jio University, India
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Dr. Denish Shah

Kenneth L. Bernhardt Distinguished
Department Chair, Barbara & Elmer Sunday
Professor of Marketing, Georgia State
University, Atlanta, GA, USA
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J/

Dr. Brian Crow

Professor, Department of Sport Management,
Slippery Rock University, Slippery Rock, PA, USA

\

-

Mr. Sanand Mitra

Co-Founder and Managing Director,
SporTech Innovation Lab, Pune, India

- A

Mr. Ashish Shah
Consultant - Sports Industry

%

Prof. Yatin Shriwardhankar
Founder, Spocademy, Mumbai, India
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Mr. Ekansh Gupta

CEO, Ultimate Table Tennis |

Vice President, Chennaiyin FC |
Advisor, Dani Sports Foundation, India

Dr. Hans Westerbeek
Professor of International Sport Business,
Victoria University, Melbourne, Australia
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Dr. Kamilla Swart-Arries
Associate Professor in Sports Management,
Hamad Bin Khalifa University, Doha, Qatar
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/

Dr. Andy Gillentine

Professor of Sport and Entertainment
Management, University of South Carolina,
Columbia, SC, USA
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Mr. Jay Shah
CEO & Co-Founder,
The Sports Gurukul, Mumbai, India
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/

Mr. Nimish Raut

Head of Global Esports Partnerships and
Business Development, NODWIN Gaming,
Mumbai India
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J

Mr. Suhail Chandhok
CEO, U Mumba, Mumbai, India

- A

%

Dr. Kiran Pedada
Associate Professor of Marketing,
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg,
Canada

Dr. William Sutton

Director Emeritus, Sports and
Entertainment Management Program,
University of South Florida, Tampa, FL, USA

B A

/

Dr. Matthew T. Brown

Associate Dean of Faculty & Staff Affairs,

College of Hospitality, Retail & Sport Management,
University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, USA

- A

/

Dr. Haylee Mercado

Associate Professor, Department of Sport
and Entertainment Management, University
of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, USA

\

-

Mr. Jitendra Joshi
Founder & CEO,
Yati Sparks, Mumbai, India

- A

/

Mr. Arvind Sivdas

Co-Founder,
Elev8 India Sportz, Chennai, India

. N

/

Dr. Ashish Karnawat
Sports Economist & Chartered Accountant
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Dr. Partha Krishnamurthy

Larry J. Sachnowitz Professor of Marketing,
Director of the Institute for Health Care Marketing,
University of Houston, Houston, TX, USA
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Dr. Bill Gerrard

Professor of Business Management,
Leeds University Business School,
Leeds, UK

- A
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Mr. Chandradeep Mitra
Founder & CEO,
PipalMajik, Kolkata, India
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Dr. Keshav Gupta

Assistant Professor, Department of Sport
and Entertainment Management,

University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC,
USA

\
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Mr. Malay Desai

Content Director,
Sportz Interactive, Mumbai, India
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Prof. Deepa Mallesh

Founder and CEO,
Fanzown Entertainment, Mumbai India
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Dr. Babji Srinivasan
Professor, IIT Madras, Chennai, India

. A

%

Dr. Sharad Borle

Associate Professor of Marketing,
Rice University, Houston, TX, USA

Meenal Upadhyaya Q+91 79746 14821 | Dishika Bhatia (® +91 7838383670 | 9 sportscon2026 @jiouniversity.edu.in

For more information

please contact Shivam Sharma  (®+ 918586047949 ) ciisports@cii.in
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