Ms. Vita Dani

Co-Owner,ChennaiyinFC | Chairperson, Ultimate Table Tennis | Promoter, Dani
Sports Foundation

Vita Dani is a pioneering sports entrepreneur whose strategic vision has been instrumental in
professionalising and democratising sports in India. As Co-Owner of Chennaiyin FC and Chairperson of
Ultimate Table Tennis, she combines grassroots development with sharp business acumen to build
sustainable sporting ecosystems. Her transformative "top-down and bottom-up" model has delivered
two ISL titles whilst engaging over 100,000 children in Tamil Nadu through football initiatives.

Her entry into sports administration was sparked by witnessing her son's journey as a professional

table tennis player, inspiring her to bridge the gap between potential opportunity. She co-founded
Ultimate Table Tennis, India's first professional league for the sport, providing domestic paddlers a
platform to compete alongside world-class talent. Beyond professional leagues, she champions
social impact through physical literacy as Founder of the Dani Foundation and Director of the ELMS
Sports Foundation.

Her contributions have been widely acclaimed—she was

recognised as "Best Sports Business Leader of the Year
(Female)" at the CII Sports Business Awards. She made
history as the first Indian appointed to the Governing
Board of the International Table Tennis Federation
Foundation, advocating for table tennis as a tool for
development. Through her multifaceted roles, she
continues to drive the narrative that sport is a vital
catalyst for community empowerment and national
development.




Colonel Nachhatar Singh Johal (Col. NS Johal)

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS)
Sports Authority of India (SAI)

Col. Nachhatar Singh Johal is a distinguished sports administrator and former Olympian who serves as
CEO of the Target Olympic Podium Scheme. Bringing an "athlete-first" perspective to governance, he
combines the discipline of a high-ranking Army officer with the lived experience of an elite competitor.
His leadership has been pivotal in streamlining support systems for India's most promising athletes,
ensuring bureaucratic hurdles do not impede performance.

At the helm of TOPS, he oversees the flagship programme responsible for identifying and

supporting Olympic medal contenders. His tenure has expanded focus on scientific training, foreign
exposure, and personalised athlete management, playing a critical role in preparing athletes for
major events. Col. Johal's journey in sports is rooted in his excellence as a competitive sailor, having
represented India at the 2008 Beijing Olympics in the demanding Finn class.

Beyond administration, he remains deeply connected to the

sailing community through his association with the Army
Yachting Node in Mumbai. He was jointly awarded the
Admiral Kohli Trophy in 2021 for promoting yachting in
India. Col. Johal frequently serves on high-level inquiry and
oversight committees appointed by the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, reinforcing accountability and
safeguarding athlete interests.




Shri Narendra Modi

General Manager (Planning&Coordination), Gujarat Sports Infrastructure
Development (GSID)

Mr. Narendra K. Modi General Manager (Planning & Coordination), Gujarat Sports Infrastructure
Development Corporation Limited | Deputy Director and Technical Advisor, Asian Development Bank

Mr. Narendra K. Modi is a seasoned infrastructure professional with over 40 years of public sector

experience, currently serving as General Manager (Planning & Coordination) at Gujarat Sports
Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited (GSID). In his dual role as Deputy Director and
Technical Advisor with the Asian Development Bank, he is at the forefront of planning and

executing world-class sports infrastructure projects that form the backbone of India's aspirations to
host the 2036 Olympic Games.

Previously, as the first-ever Nodal Officer of the Olympic Cell at AUDA, he led India's maiden Olympic

infrastructure readiness study for Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar. His portfolio includes pioneering
projects such as the Karai Police Sports Academy, the Manipur-Godhavi Sports Complex, and the
Veer Savarkar Sports Complex—each reflecting his focus on sustainability, accessibility, and
athlete-centric design.

As Deputy Director and Technical Advisor, he is assisting

two Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) and the Asian
Development Bank on a project aimed at developing
Ahmedabad's peri-urban areas with Urban Growth
Centres and constructing ten bridges over the Sardar
Patel Ring Road. He previously served as Chief City
Engineer for infrastructure development and the water
depar tment.

With deep expertise in urban governance, stakeholder

coordination, and global financing frameworks, Mr. Modi
continues to play a pivotal role in shaping India's sports
infrastructure landscape.



Divyanshu Singh

Chief Executive Officer, JSW Sports

Divyanshu Singh is the Chief Executive Officer of JSW Sports, bringing over a decade of experience
across professional sports, entrepreneurship, and sports marketing. A former professional tennis
player, he served as Chief Operating Officer and Head of Sales and Marketing at JSW Sports before
assuming the CEO role in August 2025. His leadership has been instrumental in driving innovation,
including pioneering GPS technology in Pro Kabaddi through the Haryana Steelers, marking significant
advancement in sports science.

His extensive industry experience includes senior roles at leading sports management companies,

having served as Deputy General Manager at IMG Reliance and Manager at Cornerstone Sport and
Entertainment. His expertise spans sports marketing, talent management, and commercial strategy,
with notable work on high-profile projects including managing Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra's
commercial partnerships. He is recognised as a thought leader, contributing |n5|ghts on sports
marketing growth through various platforms.

Academically, Singh holds an MBA in Marketing and

Strategy from the Indian School of Business and has
completed advanced studies in Sports Management from
Leipzig University. He is a graduate of Loughborough
Sport's High Performance Leadership Programme and
holds certification in Sport for Development from UNESCO.
His unique combination of athletic experience, business
acumen, and strategic leadership continues to shape the
evolution of sports business in India.




Dr Kamila Swart- Arries

Associate Professor & Director, Sports — Hamad Bin Khalifa University, Qatar

Prof. Kamilla Swart Director, Masters in Sport and Entertainment Management, Hamad Bin Khalifa
University | Associate Professor

Kamilla Swart is Director of the Master of Science in Sport and Entertainment Management

(MSEM) and Associate Professor at Hamad Bin Khalifa University, Qatar Foundation. The MSEM is a
joint degree with the University of South Carolina. Her research interests include sport and event
tourism, particularly mega-events, sustainability, legacy and inclusion in sport, with a focus on
contributing knowledge in the developing context and global South.

She initiated the 2010 FIFA World Cup Research Agenda and served as the City of Cape Town's

Research Manager for 2010. Kamilla led South Africa's contribution to a five-university partnership
project on mega-event legacy and management funded by the European Union. She has headed
major research projects managing field research at the 2008, 2012 and 2016 Olympic Games as
well as the 2010, 2014 and 2022 FIFA World Cups, working closely with the Qatar Foundation
2022 FIFA World Cup Master Program and the Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy.

Kamilla is Associate Editor for the Journal of

Destination Marketing and Management and Frontiers
in Sports and Active Living. She serves on the Advisory
Board of the Qatar Olympic Academy and the Advisory
Committee of the UNESCO Chair on Governance &
Social Responsibility in Sport. She served as Co-Chair
of the World Association of Sport Management
(WASM) Qatar 2023 Conference and contributed to
WISH policy papers on sporting events and inclusivity
in sports. She also serves as Senior Research
Associate at the University of Johannesburg and
Adjunct Professor at Cape Peninsula University of
Technology.




Mr. Murugesh Kumar S.K

Founder & Chief Executive Officer, ATIUM Sports

Murugesh is an entrepreneur and trailblazing leader at the intersection of sports technology,
finance, and sustainable innovation. As CEO and Founder of ATIUM Sports, he spearheads a
cutting-edge technology platform that delivers data-driven, high-performance solutions for elite
athletes, coaches, and professional sports teams. ATIUM empowers users with intelligent analytics,
personalised training regimens, and performance optimisation tools, revolutionising how sports
excellence is achieved in real-time.

With over 15 years of entrepreneurial experience, Murugesh is on a mission to propel India toward

its vision of becoming a true sporting nation. Under his leadership, ATIUM integrates wearable tech,
biomechanical insights, and predictive modelling to unlock human potential on and off the field.
Before entering sports tech, he spent eight years in financial roles at HSBC Global Asset
Management and Reliance Capital, then founded Bison Agro Farms in 2011.

His passion for leveraging technology stems from a

deep-seated belief that innovation can solve humanity's
toughest challenges. Murugesh blends entrepreneurial grit
with technological optimism and -
commitment to India's sporting
renaissance. Through ATIUM, he's not
just building a tech disruptor but a
catalyst for grassroots and professional
sports development across the nation.




Mr. Ativ Shah

Founder Motorsports Access, FIA Certified Strategic Leader in Motorsports

Mr. Ativ Shah is the Founder and Managing Director of Motorsport Access and an FIA Certified
Strategic Leader recognised for his pioneering efforts in developing India's motorsport ecosystem.
As Co-Founder of AutoGuru India and leader of the Mumbai-based Motorsport Access, he has
dedicated his career to transforming motorsport in India into both a thriving sport and viable
business industry. His strategic vision centres on creating a stakeholder-led ecosystem through
public-private partnerships, making the sport accessible whilst nurturing grassroots talent.

His credentials include successful completion of the prestigious FIA University Advanced Leadership

Programme Diploma, where he was selected as part of the first global cohort of just 30 leaders
worldwide. This advanced certification provides a holistic understanding of the FIA's functions and
initiatives, positioning him at the forefront of international motorsport governance and development.
Through Motorsport Access, he has spearheaded significant grassroots initiatives including hosting
India's first 4-Wheel Drive Dash event under FMSCI's India Development Program.

This landmark event provides a safe and engaging

entry point for beginners, lowering barriers to
participation in the sport. He has represented the
Indian motorsport industry at government round
table meetings, contributing to strategic discussions
on the future roadmap. Mr. Shah advocates for
policy frameworks that support the growth of
motorsport across the country, bringing world-class
FIA standards to the Indian landscape.




Dr. Sankar UV

Director, The Sports School | Former Sports Director, Jain University

Dr. Sankar UV is the Director of The Sports School and formerly served as Sports Director at Jain
University, one of India's leading educational institutions. With over 25 years of distinguished
experience in sports education and athlete development, he has established himself as one of the
country's most influential mentors in nurturing sporting talent. His journey began at Sainik School
in Bijapur, where his formative years were shaped by an environment of duty, dedication, and
physical perseverance.

His impact on Indian sports is evident through the remarkable achievements of his protégés, who

have excelled at national and international levels across multiple disciplines. His illustrious roster
includes Olympians Gagan Ullalmath and Sharath Gayekwad, cricket stars K.L. Rahul, Mayank
Agarwal, Robin Uthappa, Manish Pandey, and Varun Aaron, tennis champion Rohan Bopanna,
billiards legend Pankaj Advani, and numerous other athletes who have represented India globally.

Dr. Sankar's coaching philosophy centres on imparting
training and mentorship of the highest standards whilst
enabling athletes to pursue their sporting dreams without
compromising their education. He creates pathways that
balance academic excellence with athletic achievement,
ensuring young talent can excel in both arenas. His holistic
approach has made him a cornerstone of India's athlete
development ecosystem.




Mr. Prasanth Shanthakumaran
Partner and Head of Sports Sector, KPMG, India

Prasanth Shanthakumaran is a seasoned industry leader whose work sits at the intersection of
technology, business transformation, and sports ecosystem development. As Partner and Head of
the Sports Sector at KPMG India, he plays a pivotal role in shaping the commercial and operational
frameworks of India's burgeoning sports economy. With over three decades of global experience
across consulting and services, he brings a unique, multidisciplinary perspective to the
professionalisation of Indian sports.

He leads KPMG's sports consulting practice with a focus on creating sustainable value for leagues,

federations, and investors. He has been instrumental in driving thought leadership, notably
authoring influential reports such as "Harnessing India's Sports Tourism Potential" and projecting
the Indian sports industry's growth to $40 billion by 2030. His work emphasises the "multiplier
effect" of sports on allied sectors, advocating for robust Public-Private Partnership models to solve
infrastructure underutilisation.

Beyond corporate leadership, he is a dedicated advocate

for holistic national development through sport, serving ' N
on advisory boards of institutions including IIM Bodh \
Gaya and the Prakash Padukone Badminton Association. ’

He is a regular voice at major industry forums like CII, 1
NASSCOM, and PlayCom, championing the vision of
making India a leading sporting nation. His passion
extends to the field as an active footballer and
competitive badminton player




Mr Ankush Arora

CEO, Rugby India

Ankush Arora brings over a decade of leadership in Indian sport, with a career shaped by ambition,
execution, and impact. From being a Project Manager at India's first-ever FIFA U-17 World Cup in
2017 to playing a leading role in organizing India’s first professional volleyball league, and delivering
the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup 2022 and the AFC Women’s Asian Cup 2022 - he has been at the
forefront of some of the country’s most significant sporting milestones.

A graduate of the prestigious AISTS program in Lausanne, Ankush has consistently championed

global best practices - whether it was introducing India’s first hybrid football pitch, driving
sustainability and grassroots programs, or streamlining complex tournament logistics. Now, as CEO
of the Indian Rugby Football Union, Ankush is working to build a stronger, more structured rugby
ecosystem in India - one that’s ready to grow, compete, and thrive on the global stage.

He is also entrusted with the strategic mandate of

building Rugby India as a potential Olympic medal
sport in upcoming Olympic cycles.




Ms. Aashi Hanspal

Motorsport Driver

Ms. Aashi Hanspal is a dedicated and emerging motorsport driver, recognized for her discipline,
competitive spirit, and growing presence on the racing circuit. With a strong foundation in professional
racing, she has demonstrated technical skill, racecraft, and mental resilience across competitive
formats. Aashi is known for her commitment to continuous improvement, rigorous training, and data-
driven performance analysis. She represents the new generation of Indian motorsport talent,
combining athleticism with strategic on-track decision-making. Beyond racing, she actively engages
with the motorsport ecosystem, contributing to the sport’s visibility and inspiring greater participation,
particularly among young aspirants. Her journey reflects determination, professionalism, and a long-
term vision for excellence in motorsport.




Ms. Deepthi Bopaiah

Board Member, GoSports Foundation

Deepthi Bopaiah is an athlete-turned-banker-turned-administrator who has spent over a decade
driving systemic change in Indian sport. After a successful corporate stint at HSBC, she chose to
follow her passion for sports and help transform the narrative around India's global performance in
Olympic and Paralympic arenas. For 13 years, she led GoSports Foundation as its CEO and now
serves on its Governing Board.

Under her leadership, the Foundation has been instrumental in shaping the journeys of over 70

Olympians and Paralympians, including more than 18 Paralympic medallists. Her work has enabled
diverse and deserving talent to meet opportunity and excel, earning GoSports the Rashtriya Khel
Protsahan Puraskar from the President of India in 2019. She co-founded Meraki Sport &
Entertainment, one of India's leading integrated sport marketing and consulting firms, and serves
on the TOPS committee under the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

A Chevening Gurukul Fellow from Oxford, MBA graduate

from Symbiosis, and delegate at the Australia India Youth
Dialogue 2025, she was recognised with the 75@75
UK-India Achievers Honours in 2023. A proud Kodava from
south India, she has completed the Everest Base Camp
Trek, embodying resilience in every step. She leads with
purpose, consistently challenging conventions and creating
opportunities for the next generation.
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K.Y. Venkatesh

Padma Shri Awardee | Para-Athlete & Sports Administrator

K.Y. Venkatesh is an acclaimed Indian para-athlete from Karnataka and a Padma Shri awardee
(2021), celebrated for his exceptional multi-sport excellence and inspiring contributions to
para-sports. Born with Achondroplasia, he has achieved remarkable success across multiple
disciplines, proving that determination transcends physical limitations. Beginning his athletic
career in 1994, he represented India at the IPC World Championships and excelled in both
individual and team sports.

His prowess spans athletics events including shot put, discus, and javelin, as well as team sports

such as badminton, hockey, basketball, and football. He won numerous medals at various Open
and World Dwarf Games, with a career highlight being his entry into the Limca Book of Records for
winning six medals at the 4th World Dwarf Games in 2005. His dedication earned him India's
fourth-highest civilian honour, the Padma Shri, in 2021.

Post-retirement, Venkatesh continues to

serve the sporting community as
Secretary of the Karnataka Para
Badminton Association, where he works
to develop sports opportunities for
persons with disabilities. His enduring
message to aspiring athletes is simple
yet powerful: "Count your ability, not the K
disability." Through his life and work, he

embodies the philosophy that all things
are possible with determination



Dr. Anshul Bagai

Founder & Director, Academy of Sports Science Research & Management (ASSRM)

Dr. Anshul Bagai is a sports entrepreneur, educator, and technologist whose 25-year journey spans
competitive athletics, academic leadership, and business innovation. A former state and national-level
tennis player, he has channelled his passion for sport into building institutions and technologies that are
reshaping how India develops, manages, and nurtures athletic talent. In 2014, he founded Khelo Tech &
Strategy Pvt. Ltd., a sports technology firm delivering cloud-based ERP systems and wellness solutions to
prestigious clients.

On the academic front, Dr. Bagai established the Academy of Sports Science Research &

Management through collaboration with Delhi Pharmaceutical Science Research University. Under his
leadership, ASSRM now offers B.Sc. (Hons.) and M.Sc. programmes alongside certification and trainer
development initiatives, preparing the next generation to lead in sports science, management, and
policy. His contributions have earned notable recognitions, including citations for national-level
initiatives and honours as Tennis Player of the Year.

Dr. Bagai holds a Ph.D. focused on technology o~ ~

: : . : N
integration among physical education teachers, an :

MBA in Marketing & Sales, and a strong foundation in
sports science. He has secured grants to establish
state-of-the-art sports science laboratories and led
programmes integrating physical activity into primary
school education. Whether through entrepreneurship,
education, or technology, he remains committed to
fostering transparency and efficiency across India's
sporting landscape.



James Hillier

Athletics Director, Reliance Foundation | Former National Event Lead - Speed,
England Athletics

James Hillier is the Athletics Director at Reliance Foundation and Head Coach of the Reliance
Odisha Athletics High Performance Centre in Bhubaneswar, positions he has held since 2019 and
2021 respectively. With over two decades of experience in high-performance athletics coaching
and administration, he has established himself as a leading figure in developing world-class sprint
and hurdles talent. His distinguished career began with British Athletics, where he served as High
Performance Coach for Sprints and Hurdles from 2009 to 2016.

Based at the British Athletics Performance Centre in Bath, he coached professional athletes to

achieve their potential at the Olympic Games, World Championships, European Championships,
and Commonwealth Games. His expertise in speed development led to his appointment as
National Event Lead - Speed for England Athletics (2017-2019), where he oversaw the talent
pathway whilst developing coaching education programmes nationwide. He also served as
Professional Coach Mentor for The Premier League and founded Connect Sports Consultants.

James holds an MBA in Business from Drake University,

USA, where he was an athletic scholar competing in the
400m hurdles and Captain of the Track & Field Team. His
unique combination of athletic achievement, business
acumen, and coaching expertise has positioned him as a
transformative leader in Indian athletics. At Reliance
Foundation, he continues to build world-class training
environments for the next generation of Indian sprinters.



Dr. Rahul Tiwari

Head of Sports Performance Analysis, Inspire Institute of Sport

Dr. Rahul Tiwari is the Head of Sports Performance Analysis at the Inspire Institute of Sport,
Karnataka, and a leading expert in sports biomechanics and performance optimisation. With a
Ph.D. in Sports Science and advanced degrees in Sports Physiotherapy and Biomechanics from
Robert Gordon University, Scotland, he brings a rich blend of academic rigour and applied
experience. His professional journey spans roles with the Sports Authority of India, Madhya
Pradesh Cricket Association, and international stints with Aberdeen Cricket Club and Rugby Union.

A recognised researcher and educator, he has authored over 14 national and international

publications, contributed to two book chapters, and conducted multiple workshops on
biomechanical analysis. Dr. Tiwari serves as a Scientific Reviewer for the World Physiotherapy
Congress and is a Committee Member of the Athletics Federation of India, contributing to the
revamp of the junior athletics programme. His expertise bridges the gap between scientific
research and practical athlete development.

His contributions have earned him accolades such

as the Global Eminent Researcher Award (2021) and
the Award for Excellence in Research (2022). Dr.
Tiwari's work at the Inspire Institute of Sport focuses
on leveraging cutting-edge biomechanical analysis to
enhance athlete performance across multiple
disciplines. His commitment to applied sports
science continues to shape India's approach to
evidence-based athletic development.



Ms Somya Jain

Director,GovernmentConsulting, Deloitte India

Ms. Somya Jain Director, Government Consulting (Sports Advisory), Deloitte India Somya Jain is a
Director within Deloitte India's Government Advisory practice, specialising in sports strategy and
infrastructure development. With over 13 years of consulting experience supporting provincial
governments, she brings deep expertise in public sector program design, policy formulation, and
stakeholder engagement to the sports domain.

Over the past several years, Somya has assembled and led a specialized team that partners with

government clients on sports strategy and major event operations. She currently heads a
large-scale project aimed at strengthening grassroots sports infrastructure across Gujarat, focused
on increasing participation and building sustainable sporting ecosystems at the community level.

Her approach combines strategic thinking with

practical implementation, leveraging her in-depth
understanding of working with India's civil service and
her awareness of policy tools to meet development
objectives. She has frequently collaborated with
global teams and officials, possessing strong
interpersonal skills across international cultural
boundaries.

Somya's passion for the sports sector is deeply

personal, fuelled by nearly ten years of experience
playing basketball. She holds a master’s degree in
development management from the London School of
Economics and a bachelor’s degree with distinction in
Economics from Rajasthan University. Beyond work,
she is an enthusiastic traveller with a passion for
exploring diverse cuisines.



Ms. Niharika Ghorpade

FIA Accredited Motorsport Journalist

Niharika Ghorpade is an FIA Accredited Motorsport Journalist with a strong reputation for incisive
reporting, in-depth analysis, and authoritative storytelling across the global motorsport ecosystem.
With extensive on-ground experience at international racing events, she brings a nuanced
understanding of both the sporting and commercial dimensions of motorsport. Her work spans race
reporting, feature writing, driver and team interviews, and coverage of governance, safety, and
technological innovation within the sport. Known for her rigorous journalistic standards, she combines
technical insight with compelling narrative to make motorsport accessible to diverse audiences.
Niharika has contributed to leading motorsport publications and digital platforms, consistently
delivering timely, credible, and impactful content. Her FIA accreditation reflects her professional
standing and trusted access within the paddock. Through her writing and media engagements, she
continues to shape informed discourse around motorsport’s evolution, sustainability, and global
growth.




Dr. Dipak Jain

Vice-Chancellor, Jio Institute

Dr. Dipak Jain is a globally recognized expert in marketing and innovation, with close to three
decades of experience as an educator, academic leader, and advisor to corporations and
governments worldwide. His leadership philosophy emphasizes inclusivity, academic excellence,
and real-world relevance, inspiring business leaders to pursue success with social significance.

He has held several distinguished leadership roles, including Dean of Northwestern University’s

Kellogg School of Management, Dean of INSEAD, and Director of the Sasin Graduate Institute of
Business Administration. Across these institutions, Dr. Jain has championed cross-disciplinary
learning and strengthened the connection between management education and business practice.

An award-winning scholar, Dr. Jain has published over 60

articles in leading academic journals and received
numerous honors, including the John D.C. Little Best
Paper Award, the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman, and the
Outstanding Educator Award from the State of Assam. He
continues to serve globally as a board member,
consultant, and thought leader in management
education.




Dr. Shailesh Kumar

Dean, Jio Institute

Dr. Shailesh Kumar is currently the Chief Data Scientist at the Centre of Excellence in AI/ML,
Reliance Jio. He has published over 20 international papers and book chapters and holds more
than 20 patents in AI/ML. He was recognized as one of the top 10 data scientists in India in 2015
by Analytics India Magazine.

Dr. Shailesh Kumar was formerly the Vice President at Ola Cabs where he worked on several

computer science, machine learning, artificial intelligence and optimization issues in fleet
management. He was also the Chief Scientist and Co- Founder of Third Leap — an EdTech
startup that uses Al to create personalized math guides. Prior to this, Dr. Kumar worked at
Google on a variety of products at Google involving Information Retrieval, Enterprise Search,
Legal E-Discovery, Natural Language Understanding (Phrase Discovery, Word Sense
Disambiguation), Computer Vision, Knowledge Graph Mining, Conversation Modelling, and Deep
Learning on Text and Vision. His experience of creating Al based solutions ranges comprises
multiple domains including finance, remote sensing, retail, knowledge graph, conversational
computing and computer vision.




Dr. Palak Sheth

Project Director, Jio Institute

Dr. Palak Sheth is the Project Director at Jio Institute. Before this, he played a vital role in
conceptualizing and establishing Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University (PDPU) from scratch

(since 2003 - till date). He has established School of Petroleum Management, School of Petroleum
Technology, School of Solar Energy, School of Liberal Studies and School of Technology at PDPU. He
was actively involved in establishing Gujarat Power Energy and Research Institute- Degree
Engineering College at Mehsana in 2010.

Dr. Sheth has also assisted Principal Secretary, Energy & Petrochemicals Department, Government

of Gujarat for development of 650 MW Solar Power Projects and Asia’s biggest Solar Park in

Gujarat from 2009-2012. He was Project Manager assisting Managing Director, Gujarat State
Petroleum Corporation - the State Oil Company from 2001-2010 in Project execution in the area for
Exploration, Production, Gas Pipeline, Power Project, IT and Education.

He holds an MBA and B. Tech. (Chemical Engineering)

degree from renowned Institutes in Gujarat, India. He has
completed his Ph.D. in Management from Dharmsinh
Desai University, Gujarat.

His interest areas are Institutional tie-ups, Research and

Internationalization of Higher Education for Jio Institute.



Dr. Sarthak Mondal

Senior Lecturer in Sport Management, University of Portsmouth
President, Indian Sport Management Association

Dr Sarthak Mondal is a sport economist, academic, and advocate for inclusive governance whose
research is shaping how professional sport organisations are measured and managed. Currently
serving as Lecturer in Sport Management at the University of Portsmouth, he brings a rare
combination of scholarly rigour and industry experience to sports business and policy. He
completed a fully-funded PhD in Sport Economics and Governance, developing the first quantifiable
framework for assessing governance in professional sport teams.

Before entering academia, Dr. Mondal built a career in sports media, serving as Editor of

CricTracker and later as a content developer for FeverPitch. He covered Rugby Union and Ice
Hockey for Forge TV and worked in customer-facing roles at the ICC Cricket World Cup 2019.
Beyond teaching and research, he is deeply committed to equity and inclusion, having served on
the Inclusion Advisory Group at Sheffield and Hallamshire County FA and holding an Executive
Board position with The Football Collective.

His contributions have been widely recognised—he is a National

Sport Economics Outreach Teacher of the Year Winner 2019 and
IIS Award Winner 2020. As President of the Indian Sport
Management Association, Dr. Mondal drives the growth of sports
management education and research across India. His academic
journey began with a first-class degree in Sport Business
Management from Sheffield Hallam University, where he was
awarded the Transform Together Scholarships.




Dr. Sandhya (Sandy) Manjunath

Assistant Professor, James Madison University
General Secretary, Indian Sport Management Association

Dr. Sandhya (Sandy) Manjunath is a sports management professional, academic, and former national-
level athlete with two decades of experience spanning event operations, leadership, and institutional
development. A National Medallist with the Basketball Federation of India, she transitioned from the
court to the boardroom, building a career defined by high-stakes event delivery. She has contributed to
prestigious sporting events, including the NCAA Final Four, World Cup Qualifiers, Olympic Qualifiers, and
FIBA tournaments, working with organisations such as USA Wrestling and USA Gymnastics.

Currently serving as an Assistant Professor at James Madison University, Dr. Manjunath brings

real-world industry expertise into the classroom, preparing the next generation of sports leaders.
She is also the General Secretary of the Indian Sport Management Association, where she plays a
pivotal role in advancing sports management education and research across India. Her professional
affiliations reflect a truly global outlook—she is actively engaged with NASSM, EASM, and WASM,
whilst also founding ATSIY, an initiative for sports ecosystem impact.

An alumna of Texas Woman's University, Dr. Manjunath

is known for her ability to deliver results in fast-paced,
high-pressure environments. Her career continues to be
driven by a passion for innovation, collaboration, and
making a lasting impact on the sports industry
worldwide. She bridges the gap between academic
theory and practical application, ensuring her students
and industry partners benefit from evidence-based
approaches.



