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WELCOME ADDRESS BY PROJECT DIRECTOR

Distinguished Chief Guest, Arundhati Bhattacharya Ji, Sri. Jalaj Dani, member of the
Governing Council, Sri. Ashwin Khasgiwala, beloved Vice Chancellor, Dr. Dipak Jain
and Dean Dr. Shailesh Kumar - I extend a very warm welcome to you all and thank you
for your leadership and constant guidance, that have been instrumental in realizing the

vision of Jio Institute.

Esteemed members of the Governing Council, Faculty, Industry Partners, Jio Institute
Community Members, Parents, and the Graduating Classes of 2023, 2024, and 2025; it
is my absolute privilege and pride to welcome you all to this momentous occasion - the
first-ever Convocation Ceremony of Jio Institute. I would also take this opportunity to
extend a special welcome to our honourable Chancellor, Dr. R. A. Mashelkar who is not
physically present with us right now, but has been a guiding force and a strong pillar of
strength for the institute.

Jio Institute believes that education is not merely a means to an end but a powerful
force for transformative change. Our founders' firm belief is that it is the youth of our
country that holds the power to transform India. This belief has been instrumental in
establishing the vision of Jio Institute which is to become a world-class higher
education institute through multi-disciplinary academic programmes, and a culture of

research, innovation and entrepreneurship.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to our founders, Sh. Mukesh Ambani, Smt.
Nita Ambani, Smt. Isha Ambani, Sh. Akash Ambani and Sh. Anant Ambani for their
unwavering support and guidance as we navigated our way through the horizons of

academic pursuit.

Dear graduates, you are the pioneers of this vision - the first wave of graduates who
will carry forward the ethos of excellence, innovation & purpose. I welcome you to
today’s occasion which is a celebration of your hard work, resilience, and
determination. This day marks the culmination of your academic journey and the
beginning of an exciting chapter ahead. Each one of you has embraced challenges,
navigated uncertainties, and grown in ways that will continue to shape your future.
Whether you are stepping into the workforce, launching new ventures, or advancing in
your careers, remember - this milestone is only the beginning of all that you will

accomplish.
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A very warm welcome to our dedicated faculty - you have imparted knowledge,
inspired curiosity, ignited passions, and shaped future leaders. Your mentorship has left
an indelible mark on these graduates, and your lessons will resonate far beyond the

walls of this institution.

I extend my sincere regards to all Jio Institute community members, our industry
partners, mentors, and well-wishers whose dedicated support and collaboration have
enriched our journey and empowered our graduates to reach new heights.

To the families and loved ones gathered here today, I extend my heartfelt welcome to
you all - your support and sacrifices have made this achievement possible. Every late-
night study session, moment of self-doubt, and milestone celebrated has been shared
with you. Thank you for standing by these graduates with constant belief and

encouragement.

Graduates, as you step forward as proud alumni of Jio Institute, you carry with you a
legacy of bold thinking and purposeful action. You are now ambassadors of an
institution that believes in pushing boundaries, solving global challenges, and driving
progress. Your journeys will shape how the world perceives Jio Institute, and your

accomplishments will inspire generations to come.

So, to the Classes of 2023, 2024, and 2025 - congratulations! Embrace the adventures
that await you. Be fearless in your pursuit of dreams, persistent in your quest for

knowledge, and unfaltering in your commitment to making a difference.
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INSTITUTIONAL REPORT BY DEAN

Good Evening and Welcome to our first Convocation Ceremony.

Three years ago, Jio Institute was born under the guidance and with the blessings of
our Chairman Sh. Mukesh Ambani ji and our Chairperson, Smt. Nita Ambani ji, with a
bold vision - to become a world-class institution of learning, innovation, and sustainable

progress for Bharat and the world.

Today, as we reflect on our journey, I feel humbled, grateful, and proud of the
remarkable achievements of the Institute in such a short span.

Our foundation is built on academic excellence, holistic education, industry relevance,
and societal impact. We currently offer cutting-edge programs in Artificial Intelligence
& Data Science, Management, and Sports Management, supported by top-tier faculty
and world-class facilities.

We have achieved remarkable academic growth
* In the past three years, we have graduated 319 students across the three programs:
143 in AI&DS, 142 in Management, and 34 in Sports Management. These students
have come from 26 states of India and four countries South Africa, Nepal, Bhutan
and Gana.
¢ Applications for admission to Jio Institute have increased from 455 in our the first
year to 1,800 today.

These students have been supported by world class faculty and Industry leaders

¢ Qur faculty pool comprises of over 100 thought leaders, half of which have come
from international universities such as Northwestern University, University of
Illinois at Urbana Champaign, University of Houston, Pace University, Deakin
University, Georgia University, and UCSB, University of South Carolina etc. The
remaining faculty come from global corporations such as Microsoft, Google, Fractal,
Sales Force, Nissan, Allen Institute for AI, Inception Institute of Al PwC, Deloitte,
etc.

e We have delivered more than 90 courses per year across all three programs and
more than 150 industry experts have engaged with our students in this period.

e Qur global immersion program has taken our students to Universities such as the
Nanyang Technological University in Singapore and Hamad Bin Khalifa University

in Qatar for an enriching academic, startup, industrial, and cultural experience.
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Jio Institute faculty have achieved remarkable milestones in Research
e Qur faculty have published More than 30 research papers in top-tier journals
including the prestigious Nature and IEEE Transactions, and presented at top tier
national and international conferences like CVPR MICCAI, ICCV, WACV, etc.
e Qur faculty have laid strong foundations in establishing cutting-edge research labs
in Artificial Intelligence, Computer Vision Medical Imaging, Semiconductor

Materials, Cancer Metabolism, and Microbiota Therapeutics.

Our Students have received Remarkable Placements
¢ Over 300 organizations have partnered with Jio Institute. With the tireless efforts of
our placement team, we have achieved over 85% placement rate across the last
three years. We aim to achieve 100% placement rate in the coming years.
¢ This year alone, our students have interned with Over 50 companies offered
projects in the Retail & E-Commerce, Media & Entertainment, Consulting, Sports

and other industries.

We have connected with 150 new companies outside Reliance group. Over 30

organizations hird students from our batch

In-line with our motto, “Learning for Life”, aprt from our Core PGP programs, we are
also developing Executive Education, Summer School, and Faculty Development
Programmes.
¢ So far we have hosted more than 15 executive programs across Reliance Retail, Jio
BP, HDFC, and Reliance Foundation, training over 500 corporate leaders in diverse
areas like Strategy, Al & Digital Transformation, Retail Management, and Women’s
Leadership.
¢ We have hosted two summer programmes in AI&DS, Marketing, and Sports
Management for undergraduate students from ... institutes and school students from
where more than 90 students from India.
e Hosted 17 SMU students for the India Immersion Programme, providing them with
a comprehensive cultural and academic experience.
e Hosted 33 participants from Enterprise Singapore for one day training module on

advance manufacturing.
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Jio Institute is also playing an increasingly significant role in developing the Sports
Ecosystem both at the local and National level.

e We have a High-performance gym, athletic track, basketball & tennis courts, and a
cricket field — these facilities are being used on a daily basis both by the local
community and elite athletes.

e Jio Institute hosts 30 elite athletes in residence, this athletes participated in around
30 competitions at the national and international level. At these events, the athletes
have won a total of 22 Gold, 20 Silver and 8 Bronze medals.

e Our Sports facilities are opened for corporate cricket, U-12 to U-19 cricket for girls,

and athletic championships for local community.

As we move forward...

We aspire to build an institution where the pursuit of knowledge is matched only by
the pursuit of excellence in education, research, innovation, and entrepreneurship. We
aspire to create a culture that nurtures critical thinkers, bold innovators, passionate

entrepreneurs, and compassionate leaders who will shape the future of humanity.

We aspire to become the pride of the nation, attracting students and researchers from
across the world, where the best minds come together to learn from the finest faculty,
explore new frontiers in research, and collaborate to build solutions for the pressing
challenges of society and industry.

We aspire to become a global hub of knowledge, fostering an environment where

curiosity thrives and ideas transform into solutions that make a real-world impact.

I am confident that together with the commitment of our leaders, our faculty, our
researchers, our students, and our staff we will achieve the bold vision with which Jio
Institute was born. We are continuously inspired by legacy of our founding Chairman
Sh. Dhirubhai Ambani ji who exhorts us that "Our dreams have to be bigger. Our

ambitions higher. Our commitment deeper. And our efforts greater."

From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you all for being part of our audacious

journey.

Thank you!
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Distinguished guests and my faculty colleagues. I was just reflecting on this occasion;
and just seeing that the most distinguished guests we have with us today: Dr.
Mashelkar, Ms. Arundhati, and Mr. Jala Dani: What made this happen?

I go back to my personal life. When I became a student, when we were taught
chemistry, our teacher used to mention a name Dr. Mashelkar with National Chemicals
Lab. When I joined my job, I did a project for CSIR, and somebody told me that the
Director General of CSIR, is Dr. Mashelkar. In 1979, my first job after graduation, was
with State Bank of India (SBI). In 1978, SBI opened a local head office in Guwahati.
Before that, we used to come under the jurisdiction of Kolkata. I never thought, a day
would come that I would be sitting next to the ex-Chairperson of SBI, and that, I would
be blessed with Dr. Mashelkar’s insight

In 1981, when I was a Professor of Management at Guwahati University, a Professor
presented a case study on Asian Paints. I never thought a day would come, when I
would have the privilege of being with the promoter of Asian Paints.

With three distinguished people here, and a person who studied in Hindi Rashtriya
Vidyalaya in Tezpur, what made this happen? I tell you what made this happen. The
first is: Indian parents’ commitment to education, they will sacrifice everything, but
make sure the children gets the best education. I would like all the fellows students
who are going to graduate, to give a big hand to their families and friends, for their

commitment, their sacrifice and everything else.

The second thing I felt very important is our Indian values, and the commitment of
teachers to give the children the best education. I never thought that a person who
didn't study in an English medium school, would one day become the Dean of the top
business school in the U.S. This is Mother India.

In my childhood, somebody said that there are two ways of spreading light. Either be
the candle, or be the mirror that reflects the light. We as teachers, act as the candle.
And I really believe that our graduating students are going to be the brand mirror of Jio
Institute. We really look forward to your contribution, performance and achievements,

because you are student for one year, but an alumni for the rest of your life.
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The journey from today is far longer than the journey you have already undertaken.
This evening, for all the guests here, I'd like them to join me in giving a big hand to the
future of India.

When people ask me one question, how do you brand India? I say, India is going to be
the global hub for human talent. So, before I leave the podium, I just want to tell the
students a couple of things that have made me what I am today.

When people ask you to do something, never ask the question, what's in it for me. Feel
privileged that somebody has faith in your competencies to give this responsibility to
you.

The second: competencies can be outsourced, trust cannot be outsourced. Earn the
respect and trust of the people that you work for, and work with.

Third: Be yourself. If a person like me can achieve what it is, the best of this world is
ahead of us

I want to conclude by saying that whatever the best is in Dipak, I offer to all the
graduating students as my graduation gift. Thank you.

14
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Dr. Raghunath A. Mashelkar
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ADDRESS BY CHANCELLOR

Hon’ble Chief Guest of the day, our most revered Mrs Arundhati Bhattacharya, our
beloved Vice Chancellor, Dr Dipak Jain, Dean Dr Shailesh Kumar, Mr Jalaj Dani, Dr
Palak Seth, distinguished faculty, proud graduates of the day and their equally proud

parents, ladies and gentlemen.

First and foremost, I want to extend a very warm welcome to our chief guest, Mrs
Arundhati Bhattacharya. I have admired her over the years as an idol and an iconic

leader.

Young generation is in constant search of role models, who represent resilience,
integrity, empathy, humility, courage of conviction and boldness of vision. Qur Chief
Guest is a role model that represents all this and much much more. Thank you so much

for your esteemed presence in our celebration, Arundhati ji.

My dear young friends, this is a moment of immense pride, not just for you and your
families, but for all of us at Jio Institute. As I look at you, I don’t just see graduates-I
see the architects of the future, the pioneers of tomorrow, the torchbearers of India’s
ascent on the global stage.

You are stepping out into a world that is changing at an unimaginable pace. This is a
historic day. The very first convocation of Jio Institute, and you, our trailblazers, carry
the distinction of being its first three graduating batches-the founding torchbearers of a

legacy that will inspire generations to come.

A few years ago, two of the greatest visionaries of our time, Mrs. Nita Ambani and Mr.
Mukesh Ambani dared to envision what many deemed audacious-a world-class
university, globally benchmarked yet deeply anchored in Indian values. It was not just
a vision; it was a call to excellence and relevance — and at the highest level.

I had the privilege of witnessing this dream in its infancy-when there was only a spark
in the eye, but fire in the soul. That spark has now become a radiant beacon of

learning.

Jio Institute was conceived as a sanctuary where disciplines converge, where innovation
breathes, where research illuminates, and where entrepreneurial spirit finds its wings.
From those early conversations to this grand celebration, we’ve seen something

extraordinary take root: not just an institution, but a movement.
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When we began, it wasn’t merely about a building with bricks and mortar. It was about
sculpting a community of courage, a temple of thought, a garden of ideas where young
minds could blossom. You entered these halls with curiosity; you leave them now with
conviction.

Let me say this from my heart: you are not just graduates, you are the very soul of this
institution. You are the promise we made to ourselves and the proof that dreams, when
pursued with dedication, do take flight.

But let me be clear-today is not a culmination; it is a commencement.

I had the privilege of giving the 100th convocation address of Banaras Hindu
University. The title of my convocation address was ‘Dikshant ka matlab Shikshant nahi
hota’.

Your graduation is not the end of learning. It is just the beginning of learning. And

learning that would be a lifelong learning.

The world you are entering is complex, fast-changing, and often uncertain. But it is also
filled with possibilities waiting to be claimed by those bold enough to leap.

I urge you not just to improve but to “exprove”-a word I use to capture the relentless
pursuit of excellence that defies limits. Improvement may take you forward.

‘Exprovement’ will take you beyond.

I ask you to carry with you the mindset of the pole vaulter-not content with jumping
over hurdles, but determined to soar above them. In an era of disruption, the
champions will not be those who walk along well-worn paths, but those who dare to
imagine new ones.

Remember, the world does not need more followers. It needs pathbreakers, dreamers,
doers and disruptors.

We stand at the precipice of a technological revolution that will reshape our world in

ways we cannot imagine.
Remember, every disruption in history started with one bold mind refusing to accept

limits. The world is waiting for India’s DeepSeek moment, India’s global breakthroughs,

and it is waiting for you to make them happen!
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And as you set out on this journey, I want you to carry with you the five Mashelkar
Mantras-principles that have guided my own journey, and ones that I know will propel

you to greatness:

Mashelkar Mantra #1

Keep your aspirations high. They are your possibilities.

At the age of eight, Gukesh said his aspiration was to be the youngest-ever world
champion in Chess. And he made a billion Indians proud by becoming one.

Mashelkar Mantra #2

You can do anything, but not everything. So focus.

As Swami Vivekananda once said, “Take up one idea. Make that one idea your life -
think of it, dream of it, live on that idea. Let the brain, muscles, nerves, every part of
your body, be full of that idea, and just leave every other idea alone. This is the way to

success.”

Mashelkar Mantra #3

Purpose, perseverance, and passion matter.

Talent and intelligence will get you started, but only grit and resilience will take you to
the finish line. “Winners never quit, and quitters never win.” Stay hungry, stay
relentless.

Mashelkar Mantra #4

If the doors that you keep on knocking on don’t open, create your own doors.

You will face rejection, you will hit roadblocks, but never let someone else’s “no”
define your journey. Innovators don’t wait for opportunities; they create them. Be a

creator, not just a consumer.
Mashelkar Mantra #5

There is no limit to human endurance. No limit to human achievement. Except the

limits that you put on yourself.
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Just look at the events in the last few weeks.

Look at 18th March. Sunita Williams, returned to earth on that day after spending a
record 322 days in space. She stretched the extremeties of human endurance by battling

the vast loneliness of space, isolation, distance and time itself.

Look at 20th January 2025. China’s announced its Al model, DeepSeek-R1. It achieved

something that was considered impossible - ultra-affordable Generative Al

DeepSeek erased over $1 trillion in market capitalization of top American deep tech
leaders within days, a global record. But most importantly, DeepSeek’s disruptive
innovations dramatically reshaped the global balance of power in technology,

economics, and national security.
So remember, every record broken, every frontier conquered, every invention that

changed the world started with someone who refused to believe in limits. You can be

that someone if you go limitless.

19









































































































